ADVENTURES OP THE THIRD DARWESH.

THE third  Xtarwesh, having sat down at his ease,1
began thus to relate the events of his travels.

" O friends, the story of this pilgrim hear;
That's to say, hear the tide of what has happened to me;
How the king of lova hath behaved to me.
I am going to relate it in full detail, O, hear."

This humble being is the prince of Persia; my father
was king of that country, and had no children except
myself.    In the season of my youth, I used to play
with my companions at chaupar* cards, chess, and
backgammon; or mounting my horse, I used to enjoy
the pleasures of the chase.    It happened one day, that
I ordered my hunting party, and taking all my friends
and companions  with me, we sallied forth over the
plains.    Letting loose the hawks [of various sorts] on
ducks and partridges, we followed [them] to a great
distance.    A very beautiful piece of land appeared in
sight; as far as the view extended, for miles around,
what with the verdure and the red flowers, the plain
seemed like a ruby.    Beholding this delightful scene,

1  The phrase ko$ biiadk baithnd signifies to squat down as a person does
when easing nature, the two hands being clasped together round the legs
a little below the knees.

2  CfcitjwJf is a very ancient Indian game of the nature of backgammon,
played by four people, each having four men or pieces.   A full description
of it i* givi'a in the Ayeeni Akbary, London, 1800, vol. 1st, page 253.